Life Matters - Christian Ethics - Study 1

Introduction to the Life Matters Series

Every day welre faced with decisions. Some mundane
(What will I have for breakfast?), some profound (Who
should | marry?) and some incredibly complex (Where
do | stand on gay marriage?).

So for 7 weeks, welre going to doing a series welre
calling Life Matters, in which we try to unpack a "g'“
Christian approach to decision making and ethics.

Below are the areas we!re going to cover (no

guarantee of order!):

Week 1 - Christian Ethics v 2
Week 2 - Refugees
Week 3 - Social Justice & Poverty y ‘

Week 4 - The Environment
Week 5 - Sexuality
Week 6 & 7 - Your choice

As you can see, weeks 6 & 7 are going to be areas that you!d like to cover. In the coming weeks, welll be
asking you to nominate a topic you!d like to look at, welll tally them up and cover it!

And our purpose in looking at each of these issues is not to provide debnitive answers - the issues are far to
complex and require ongoing discussion and ref3ection. The purpose is to help you understand the distinct
and unique framework! from which Christians make decisions. While the story of the life, death, resurrection
and reign of Jesus may sound far-fetched, hopefully you!ll see that the application of these truths are
eminently practical.

As well as being grounded in the Bible, this series draws on a few excellent books that help us understand
Christian Ethics and its applications. They!re listed below, but if you can get your hands on one of them,
grab Joined-up Life by Andrew Cameron. You!ll get so much more out the next 7 weeks if you do.
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Choosing the Good, Dennis P, Hollinger

1 Or you could call it the Christian worldview, or narrative.
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Making Decisions - Identifying a Narrative
The word Ethics is dePned as @oral principles that govern a person!s or group!s behaviourO. An ethic isn!t
the end decision. It!s how you arrive at that end decision.

Our ethics spring from how we understand how the world came to be, where itls going, and our place in it.
Each of us will have a narrative (even if it's unspoken) as to how the world bts together.

Take a minute to read and consider the hypothetical scenario below.

“| dropped in on a patient at the hospital who explained that he only had a set time to
live. The doctors could give him some pills (that would cost $40 every three days) that
would keep him alive for the next three years, but if he didn't take the pills, he’d be dead
within six months. Now he was insured for $100,000 and that was all the insurance he
had. But if he took the pills and lived past next October when the insurance was up for
renewal, they were bound to refuse the renewal, and his insurance would be canceled.
So he told me that he was thinking that if he didn't take the pills, then his family would
get left with some security, and asked my advice on the situation.”

How would you approach it and why?

Now try now to understand from someone else!s point of view. How would a different view of the
purpose of all creation, the value of life, and where the world is heading affect someone's approach to
this scenario?

A New Narrative - Colossians 1:13-20
The starting point for Christian Ethics is understanding the unique OnarrativeO that Christians work within.

Start by summarising your “narrative” of the world. What's the point of creation, life and where!s it all
heading?

Now let!s have a look at what the New Testament says the narrative of the world is.
Read Colossians 1:13-20.

What narrative for the world does this passage put forward?

What claims does this passage make about Jesus and - God, Us & Creation?

For those who wrote the New Testament, this is where all ethics began - the person & work of Jesus Christ.
Don't believe me? Look through these passages for some examples of moral principles derived from
Jesus.2

2 These examples are helpfully provided by the Gospel Living module in the Gospel Groundwork training course.
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Why should we forgive? Ephesians 4:32 -

Why shouldn!t | look out for myself first? Philippians 2:3,5-8 -

How should | use my wealth? 2 Corinthians 8:7,9 -

Why should | bear with those | don't like? Romans 15:7 -

What kind of manager should | be like? How should | exercise authority? Mark 10:42-45 -

What does love look like? 1 John 3:16-17 -

What kind of husband should | be? Ephesians 5:25 -

Jesus provides a new way of seeing the world. Who he is, what he did, and what he!s going to do, provide a
new reality, a new narrative, by which we can see, understand and make decisions about the world.

But there!s more. Jesus makes it possible to be who we were designed to be.

A New ldentity - In Christ
The New Testament says Jesus was more than an insightful teacher. He was the pinnacle of humanity. And
he was so in tune with reality that he redebned the way people understood & approached ethics3

But what separates those who follow Jesus from other followers of insightful moral teachers? Well, the New
Testament makes an amazing claim.

Read Ephesians 2:1-10.

From verses 1-3, whatls the problem with our identity and decision-making now?

From verses 4-10, what change is made to a Christians identity? What phrase keeps being used?

How does 1 Corinthians 1:30 help us understand this phrase?

3 See the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) for example.
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Christians do not lose their identity. But their identity changes reference point, and over time character, to
relRect the person who is now shaping & leading them - and the course of history.

Andrew Cameron, in his book Joined-up Life, says this about being included In Christ. O[T]o participate in
Christ is to begin to love as he loved. That will touch our passions and affections - all of our existing desires,
hates, reactions and wants. What we love may change.™

Conclusion

As we work through this Life Matters series, the basis of our approach is what is outlined in this study - that
Jesus redebPnes humanity and is shaping the course of history. So to navigate the complexities of decision
making we!re confronted by - especially in areas the Bible is directly silent on - welre going to need to
understand the person and work of Jesus.

As you finish, discuss how you think this starting point is helpful as you face ethical challenges.

And discuss where you still have questions over how this might be helpful.

4 Joined-up Life, Andrew J. B. Cameron, Pg. 99
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