
Introduction 	to	Joshua
Just as we did with the Sermon on the Mount, we’re going to be trying something slightly different as we work 
through the book of Joshua over the next 5 weeks.  We’ll have slightly more information on Joshua to help us along, 
but we’re going to be letting the passage do the talking.

The bible contains lots of different types of writings (poetry, narrative, letters etc.) and we read each one of them 
differently (just as we would a paper - news, obituary, comic etc.).  Joshua is classified as “biblical narrative”, which 
can be described as a historically accurate, artistically sophisticated account and actions in a setting designed to 
reveal God and encourage the reader.1

As we read through Joshua, we’re going to be trying to read it as it is (narrative), look for what it’s trying to teach us 
and then see how it leads us to Jesus and what the New Testament has to say.  We’re going to divide most studies up 
into three areas - understanding the details (during the week), understanding the story, what’s it to us.
 
1. Understanding the details.  As preparation each week, you’ll be encouraged to read the chapter(s) we’re 

looking at and do some “research” on them.  The Old Testament is a bit further removed from where we are now, 
so it takes a bit more work to understand it, but that’s what we’re going to be learning as we go through.  Here’s 
what you want to do when you read any bit of Old Testament narrative.

- Work through and highlight places, names, significant descriptions and actions - they’re important.
- Underline any repetition you can see in the passage.
- Are there any allusions or references to what has happened within Israel before?
- As you read through the story, what seems out of place or inconsistent?

2. Follow the story.  Too often we get caught up in what we think the point of the story should be based on what 
we think we know, that we fail to see what the story is actually about.  But narrative (generally) has 5 stages that 
we want to work through and identify.  The background / setting for one story may have been the resolution from 
a previous story, or it may be that a smaller story is the “Rising Tension” for a larger overall story (like a chapter in 
a book).  Not all stories will fit into this neatly - this is an art not a science.  But  if we can identify some of these 
elements, we can understand what the person who wrote the story wanted us to understand from it.

(1) Background/Setting

(2) Conflict/Issue

(3) Rising Tension

(4) Climax

(5) Resolution

3. What’s it to us?  The last step we’re going to make is to work out how the story leads us to Jesus, what the 
New Testament has to say about the ideas raised, and what response we should be making in light of God’s Word.  
In many ways this is the hardest part of the lot.  But that’s what we get together to discuss it for!

1 From “Preaching with Variety”, by Jeffrey D. Arthurs
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Understanding the Story
As we said in the introduction, Joshua is biblical narrative.  As such, it (generally) has one main point.  To discover 
this main point, we need to do two things.  First understand the details - that was what we tried to do before we 
came.  And second, understand the flow of the story to see where the climax / resolution of the story is.

1. So let’s start off by recapping the details & background we discovered during the week:
a. What is the background to the start of Joshua?
b. Who is Joshua and what’s his history?
c. What background do you have on the land they’re talking abut in chapter 1?
d. What happened last time they were here?

For the second part of this study, we’re going to have a few more hints and structure than we will in later studies.  As 
we get more used to reading and understanding biblical narrative, we’ll need less and less guidance in working out 
the main point.  Remember, this is an art not a science - so it may be that different people in the group come to 
different conclusions.  That’ll make for some good discussion! (To help on this first week, my break up is on the next 
page)

Using the details you just picked up, as a group try to identify the five elements of the story in the first 2 chapters of 
Joshua and describe them.

1. Background / Setting

2. Conflict / Issue

Before your meet...

Print out Joshua 1-2 (http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%201-2&version=ESV), and do the 
following:

- Highlight places, names, detailed descriptions, actions or repetitions.
- Use the cross references at the bottom of the print out (or in your bible) to work out the significance or 

background to these descriptions.
- There’s an example attached this week to help you get started.



3. Rising Tension

4. Climax

5. Resolution

So from this story:2

- What do you learn about God? (His plans, character and interaction with His world?)

- What do you learn about Israel?

- How are God’s promises to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 going at this point?  Are they in danger?

What’s it to Us?
As we mentioned in the introduction, this is probably the hardest part of reading the Old Testament - knowing how it 
applies to us today.  There are often a number of ways to trace it back to the New Testament, but the best place to 
start is to see whether Jesus or the New Testament has anything to say about these passages, or the main themes 
raised in the passage.

Let’s start tonight by looking at Hebrews 4:1-13 and ask the question, what are the similarities and the differences 
between the idea of “rest” in Joshua and in Hebrews, and how does it apply?

2 Background / Setting - Joshua 1:1-15
  Conflict / Issue - Joshua 1:16-18
  Rising Tension - Joshua 2:1-13
  Climax - Joshua 2:14
  Resolution - Joshua 2:15-24



1After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 
2"Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land 
that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I 

have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your 
territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to 
inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to 
do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the 
left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. 
For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go."

 10And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11"Pass through the midst of the camp and command the 
people, 'Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession 
of the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.'" 12And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-
tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, 13"Remember the word that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, 
saying, 'The LORD your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.' 14Your wives, your 
little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but all the men of 
valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers and shall help them, 15 until the LORD gives rest 
to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving 
them. Then you shall return to the land of your possession and shall possess it, the land that Moses the servant of 
the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise."
 16And they answered Joshua, "All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 
17Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with you, as he was  
with Moses! 18Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, 
shall be put to death. Only be strong and courageous."

1And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, "Go, view the land, especially 
Jericho." And they went and came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and lodged there. 
2And it was told to the king of Jericho, "Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the land." 

3Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, "Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your 
house, for they have come to search out all the land." 4But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. 
And she said, "True, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5And when the gate was 
about to be closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you 
will overtake them." 6But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that she had 
laid in order on the roof. 7So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the 
gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out.
 8Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9and said to the men, "I know that the LORD has 
given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away 
before you. 10For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out 
of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom 
you devoted to destruction. 11And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any 
man because of you, for the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12Now 
then, please swear to me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my 
father’s house, and give me a sure sign 13that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, 
and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death." 14And the men said to her, "Our life for yours even 
to death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the LORD gives us the land we will deal kindly and 
faithfully with you."
 15Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was built into the city wall, so that she 
lived in the wall. 16And she said to them, "Go into the hills, or the pursuers will encounter you, and hide there 
three days until the pursuers have returned. Then afterward you may go your way." 17The men said to her, "We 
will be guiltless with respect to this oath of yours that you have made us swear. 18 Behold, when we come into the 
land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and you shall gather into your 
house your father and mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household. 19Then if anyone goes out of the 
doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we shall be guiltless. But if a hand is 
laid on anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head. 20But if you tell this business of ours, 
then we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath that you have made us swear." 21And she said, "According to 
your words, so be it." Then she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.
 22They departed and went into the hills and remained there three days until the pursuers returned, and the 
pursuers searched all along the way and found nothing. 23Then the two men returned. They came down from the 
hills and passed over and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and they told him all that had happened to them. 24And 
they said to Joshua, "Truly the LORD has given all the land into our hands. And also, all the inhabitants of the 
land melt away because of us."
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See the boundaries as 
promised by God in Numbers 
34:1-12.

This whole oath swearing is 
reminiscent of the agreement 
between God and Israel in Joshua 
1:1-9.

What’s so special about 
Joshua?  See Numbers 13:1-16 & 
Numbers 14:1-9

This could just be to explain 
how they escaped, or it could be 
pointing us towards what’s going 
to happen to Jericho.

While the circumstances might 
have been dodgy, a far better 
result than last time spies were 
sent in. There may be hope yet!

See Genesis 50:24 and 
Deuteronomy 1:8

Look at map to see why Joshua 
singles out these tribes.  
http://www.bible.ca/maps/

Shittim didn’t have a great 
history - Numbers 25:1

I can’t help but think that 
Rahab has more fear of God than 
the spies.

Why isn’t Moses going in?  See 
Deut 3:21-29.

Are the problems at Shittim 
continuing?  Why did they head 
straight to a prostitute?

This seems like more than a 
description.  What do men lay 
down for in the house of a 
prostitute?


